
CSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
January 6, 2009 

(Call started at 8:00 AM CST; ended at 9:05 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Ken Quesenberry.  Board participants were: 
 

Kenneth H. Quesenberry, CSSA President 
Joseph G. Lauer, CSSA President-Elect 
William J. Wiebold, CSSA Past President 
C. Corley Holbrook, C-1 Board Rep. 
Emerson D. Nafziger, C-3 Board Rep. 
Gregory E. Welbaum, C-4 Board Rep. 
Michael D. Richardson, C-5 Board Rep. 
Lynn E. Sollenberger, C-6 Board Rep. 
Gary J. Muehlbauer, C-7 Board Rep. 
Thomas E. Carter, Jr., C-8 Board Rep. 
Michael A. Grusak, Provisional C-9 Board Rep. 
Craig A. Roberts, CSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also present: 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer and Director of Publications 
Wes Meixelsperger, Chief Financial Officer 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Ian Popkewitz, Director of IT and Operations 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
C003 Board of Directors 
1.  ACTION:  It was moved by Bill Wiebold to approve the November 4, 2008 CSSA Board of 
Directors Conference Call minutes.  Seconded by Corley Holbrook.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  Ken Quesenberry requested each Board member sign the Written Acceptance of Conflicts of 
Interest Policy and return a copy to Ellen Bergfeld via fax, mail, or email. 
 
3.  Agendas and background materials for future Board conference calls will be posted on the 
CSSA Board website (https://www.crops.org/committee/c003/), accessible by Board members 
only. 
 
4.  The Board will meet March 30-31 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Atlanta.  The meeting will 
begin at 1:00 PM on March 30 and end at 3:00 PM on March 31.  Board members were 
requested to plan their travel accordingly. 
 
5.  The next Board conference call is scheduled for March 3, 2009 at 8:00 AM Central Standard 
Time. 
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C011.09 Biomedical, Health-Beneficial and Nutritionally Enhanced Plants (Provisional) 
Bill Wiebold reported that Mark Brick has agreed to serve as the 2009 Chair of provisional 
Division C-9.  Ken Quesenberry will appoint the 2010 Chair.  It is anticipated that names of two 
candidates to run on the 2009 ballot for provisional C-9 Chair-Elect will be submitted to 
Headquarters in the near future.  The successful candidate in the 2009 election will serve as 
Chair-Elect in 2010, Chair in 2011, and Past Chair in 2012. 
 
C101 Nominations for President-Elect 
Bill Wiebold announced that Maria Gallo and Tony Koski have agreed to run as President-Elect 
candidates on the 2009 ballot. 
 
C201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
Society members can currently choose four Divisions of interest on the membership form.  The 
Board will decide if four is the appropriate number during the March 30-31 meeting. 
 
C211 Budget and Finance 
1.  Emerson Nafziger reported that the budget is showing a net positive from operations of 
$72,119.  It is anticipated that final numbers for 2008, including the joint annual meeting, will be 
available in late January 2009. 
 
2.  Per action taken on the September 11, 2007 Board conference call to accept the new 
investment portfolio strategy recommended by Smith Barney to move from managed 
investments to exchange traded funds, money is currently invested on a 50-50 basis between 
fixed income and equity.  With declining equity values in the investment portfolio, the policy 
may at some point force the sale of fixed income securities (at a loss) in order to purchase 
additional equity securities to keep the portfolio in compliance with Board policy.  It was 
recommended that the Board take action to suspend the current investment policy 50-50 split 
between fixed income and equity for the next 12 months and that no changes in the existing 
portfolio balances be made. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Emerson Nafziger to suspend the current investment policy 50-50 
split between fixed income and equity for the next 12 months and that no changes in the existing 
portfolio balances be made.  A new investment policy will be developed within the next year.  
Seconded by Bill Wiebold.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Mike Grusak abstained from voting. 
 
C301 Editorial Affairs, Policies and Practices 
As a follow-up to discussions on the November 4, 2008 CSSA Board conference call, 
Craig Roberts prepared a FAQ document for the proposed supplement to Crop Science 
tentatively titled Production Ag.  Following a lengthy discussion, it was the consensus of the 
Board that Bill Wiebold and Craig Roberts develop an on-line survey for member input 
regarding the proposed supplement.  Susan Chapman will facilitate the process from 
Headquarters.  This will be an agenda item for the March 3 Board conference call. 
 



3 

 

C711 Program Planning 
1.  Joe Lauer provided an update on the 2009 annual meeting.  Topical sessions have been 
identified by all the CSSA Divisions and authors can begin submitting abstracts on February 17.  
To date, no decision has been made on a speaker for the Klepper Lecture, although suggestions 
have been received.  Ken Quesenberry encouraged Joe to work with the ASA and SSSA program 
planners, as well as Headquarters staff, to prepare an article for the March CSA News regarding 
submission of abstracts to topical sessions. 
 
2.  As a follow-up to discussions at the October 9, 2008 CSSA Board meeting, Ian Popkewitz 
reported that the software to provide cell phone reminders of various activities during the annual 
meeting, should be ready for testing with the Board in the summer.  It is anticipated that 
members will sign up for the service on the annual meeting registration form.  Tommy Carter 
requested that a copy of the draft form be shared with him and the C-8 program chair. 
 
3.  The SSSA Board of Directors recently took action to lift the SSSA membership requirement 
for authors of volunteer papers at the SSSA annual meeting and encouraged the ASA and CSSA 
Boards to reconsider their membership requirement.  Beginning with the 2006 annual meeting, 
the corresponding author of an oral or poster paper must be a member of CSSA in order to 
present a paper in a CSSA Division.  Susan Chapman reported that there has been an increase in 
CSSA membership since the policy was implemented in 2006. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Bill Wiebold that CSSA retain the current policy of requiring 
membership to present an oral or poster paper in a CSSA Division.  Seconded by Mike Grusak.  
Carried unanimously. 
 
C800 Scientific Affairs 
The Association of American Plant Food Control Officials (AAPFCO) is interested in working 
with ASA, CSSA and SSSA to identify scientific experts to conduct non-biased replicated 
research to substantiate or reject the efficacy claims associated with plant food products.  The 
AAPFCO membership has the responsibility for enforcing plant food regulations throughout the 
United States and Canada.  One of the primary responsibilities in the administration of various 
fertilizer laws is label review and product efficacy claims on those labels.  AAPFCO committees 
are routinely approached by manufacturers with new products that they are seeking to register for 
sale.  ASA, CSSA and SSSA can assist with recruitment of researchers to the task of conducting 
the research needed to provide the data needed.  It was clarified that CSSA would serve as a 
facilitator, not providing a stamp of approval for a particular product. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Bill Wiebold that CSSA support the Memorandum of Understanding 
for a cooperative relationship with the Association of American Plant Food Control Officials for 
a 3-year period.  Seconded by Emerson Nafziger.  Carried unanimously. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


