
CSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
June 3, 2008 

(Call started at 8:00 AM CDT; ended at 9:20 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President William Wiebold.  Board participants were: 
 

William J. Wiebold, CSSA President 
Kenneth H. Quesenberry, CSSA President-Elect 
Henry Shands, CSSA Past President 
C. Corley Holbrook, C-1 Board Rep. 
Thomas J. Gerik, C-2 Board Rep. 
Gregory E. Welbaum, C-4 Board Rep. 
Anthony J. Koski, C-5 Board Rep. 
Lynn Sollenberger, C-6 Board Rep. 
Gary J. Muehlbauer, C-7 Board Rep. 
Thomas E. Carter, Jr., C-8 Board Rep. 
Craig A. Roberts, CSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also present: 
Joseph G. Lauer, Incoming CSSA President-Elect 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer and Director of Publications 
Wes Meixelsperger, Chief Financial Officer 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
C003 Board of Directors 
1.  ACTION:  It was moved by Henry Shands to approve the April 28-29, 2008 CSSA Board of 
Directors Meeting minutes.  Seconded by Tony Koski.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  As a follow-up to discussions at the April 28-29, 2008 Board meeting, the Board confirmed 
that the incoming President-Elect, two incoming Board Representatives, and the 2009 Division 
Chairs would be invited to attend the October 9 orientation session in Houston. 
 
3.  The Board previously agreed to meet October 9, 2008 during the annual meeting in Houston, 
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  In order to accommodate staff attendance at the CSSA, ASA, 
and SSSA Board meetings, the Board agreed to meet from 9:00 to 11:00 AM.  This is contingent 
upon the ASA Board changing the time of their meeting. 
 
C201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
As a follow-up to discussions at the April 28-29, 2008 Board meeting, Henry Shands reported 
that the committee recommends no change to the number of members serving on the various 
Society award selection committees.   
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C201.4.12 Alternative Revenue Task Force 
Bill Wiebold indicated that the task force has met and Allen Knapp was recently appointed the 
new Chair.  It is anticipated that a written report will be forthcoming from the Chair. 
 
C211 Budget and Finance 
1.  As a follow-up to discussions at the April 28-29, 2008 Board meeting, monetary support for 
Technical Editors will be included in the 2009 budget.  It is anticipated that the B&F Committee 
will present a recommendation following the August budget meetings regarding future support 
for Technical Editors. 
 
2.  Per Board action at the April 28-29, 2008 meeting, Headquarters conducted a survey to gather 
information from Emeritus members regarding the proposed dues implementation.  
Susan Chapman reported that all Emeritus members received the survey either electronically or 
by mail, with a 41 percent response rate.  Highlights of the results include (percentages are 
rounded): 
 
 ▪ Majority of Emeritus members (73%) have held membership from 36-55 years.  Of the 

responses, 41% hold CSSA membership. 
 
 ▪ Reasons for retaining their membership are to receive CSA News, support the profession, 

and support the Society. 
 
 ▪ 29% were strongly or somewhat supportive of implementing Emeritus member dues; 

28% were neutral; 43% were somewhat or highly unsupportive. 
 
 ▪ 48% would support Emeritus member dues that are 50% of the Active member level of 

dues; 6% would support a higher level of dues; 47% would drop their membership 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Tom Gerik that effective with the 2009 membership year, Emeritus 
members (both current and incoming) pay 50% of the Active member dues, based on the number 
of Societies in which they retain Emeritus membership.  The 25 year membership requirement 
and retired status remain the same.  Seconded by Corley Holbrook.  Carried unanimously. 
 
3.  Per a written report on the first quarter financials from Emerson Nafziger, total income has 
exceeded that during the same period last year by approximately $97,000.  Expenses, including 
direct expenses, are approximately $10,000 less than during the same period last year.  There is a 
net income to operations of approximately $85,000 for the first third of 2008 compared to a net 
loss of $22,000 during the first four months of 2007.  There were no areas of concern with the 
numbers to date. 
 
Ellen Bergfeld reminded the Board that the 2008 joint annual meeting will be a big factor on the 
budget. 
 
4.  Ellen Bergfeld reviewed the draft schedule for the August 4-8 B&F Committee/ACSESS 
Board/ASF Board meetings in Madison.  Further details will be provided when the schedule is 
finalized. 
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C300 Publications 
1.  Nominations for Crop Management Editor and Journal of Plant Registrations Editor are due 
June 30 to Bill Wiebold.  CSSA will also be seeking nominations for Crop Science Editor. 
 
2.  Craig Roberts presented the following recommendations regarding page charges: 

Journal of Plant Registrations - $350 for 4-page article ($450 for nonmembers), and $100 
per page over 4 pages.  Extra $10 charge for each figure or table. 
 
The Plant Genome - $1,500 charge for 10-page article and $200 per page over 10 pages.  
Extra $100 for a supplemental data file. 

 
ACTION:  It was moved by Ken Quesenberry to approve the recommended page charges for the 
Journal of Plant Registrations and The Plant Genome.  Seconded by Henry Shands.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
ACS536 Washington Presence 
The Board briefly reviewed the schedule for the July 16-17, 2008 Science Advocacy Workshop 
in Washington, DC. 
 
C711 Program Planning 
1.  Tony Koski reported on the review process for Division C-5 abstracts for volunteer paper 
submissions for the annual meeting.  The goal was to ensure that abstracts are submitted 
according to Society guidelines and it appears the quality of submissions has improved.  In 
anticipation of other Divisions being interested in the process, Tony will prepare a report 
summarizing the abstract review process to share with the Board. 
 
2.  Currently the CSSA President-Elect, along with the ASA and SSSA Presidents-Elect, serve as 
program planners for the annual meeting.  To provide continuity and increase efficiency, it has 
been proposed that a Program Planning Officer position in each Society be approved.  The 
President-Elect would continue to serve as overall program chair.  The Program Planning Officer 
would be selected by the respective Executive Committee after a Society-wide call for 
nominations and would serve a 3-year term.  Major responsibilities would include: 
 ▪ Work with Division Chairs and Headquarters staff to organize the program for the annual 

meetings. 
 ▪ Assess quality of the annual meetings and propose adjustments to the respective Boards of 

Directors in order to continually improve the meetings. 
 ▪ Examine the organization of other scientific society meetings to look for novel approaches 

for meeting improvement. 
 
In addition to the above, Bill Wiebold presented a draft proposal for an Annual Meeting Long 
Range Planning Committee.  The major function of the committee would be to develop long 
term strategies to enhance the annual meeting experience and advise the CSSA program chair 
and Headquarters staff members on policies related to the annual meeting. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to schedule a conference call in early July to continue the 
discussion and come to some resolution.  In the meantime, the draft proposal will be shared with 
ASA and SSSA leadership. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


