
CSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
November 8, 2007 
New Orleans, LA 

 
The meeting was called to order by President William Wiebold.  Board members present were: 
 

William J. Wiebold, CSSA President 
Kenneth H. Quesenberry, CSSA President-Elect 
Henry L. Shands, CSSA Past President 
C. Corley Holbrook, C-1 Board Rep. 
Thomas J. Gerik, C-2 Board Rep. 
Emerson D. Nafziger, C-3 Board Rep. 
Gregory E. Welbaum, C-4 Board Rep. 
Anthony J. Koski, C-5 Board Rep. 
Lynn E. Sollenberger, C-6 Board Rep. 
Gary J. Muehlbauer, C-7 Board Rep. 
Thomas E. Carter, Jr., C-8 Board Rep. 
Craig A. Roberts, CSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex-officio 
Calvin O. Qualset, Agronomic Science Foundation Chair, ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
Also present: 
Ron Cantrell, Agronomic Science Foundation Vice Chair 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer and Director of Publications 
Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
Paul Kamps, Development Officer 
Wesley Meixelsperger, Director of Financial Services 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
C003 Board of Directors 
1.  It was the consensus of the Board to meet the week of April 28, 2008 in Madison, WI.  The exact dates 
of the meeting will be determined in the near future. 
 
2.  By consensus, the Board agreed to schedule bimonthly conference calls the first Tuesday of the month 
at 8:00 AM Central time, beginning in January 2008. 
 
3.  As a matter of information, the President-Elect will review, correct, and approve minutes of Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors meetings/conference calls.  The full Board will have the opportunity to 
formally approve the minutes at the next conference call/meeting. 
 
C010 Divisions - General 
1.  The Division Representatives provided brief reports on discussions held in their respective business 
meetings.  Those items requiring Board action are recorded in these minutes under the appropriate code 
numbers. 
 
2.  The Board discussed the possibility of adding new divisions to the Society in the areas of crops and 
nutrition, bioenergy, organic agriculture, and education.  Bill Wiebold will put some thoughts together for 
further discussion during the January 2008 Board conference call. 
 
C101 Nominations for President-Elect 
Due to apparent schedule conflicts, several Divisions were not represented at the C101 Nominations for 
President-Elect Committee meeting earlier in the week.  Henry Shands will follow up with the committee 
via conference call regarding candidates for President-Elect to run on the ballot in 2008. 
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C111 Nominations for Division Officers 
Board Reps were requested to turn in names of candidates for the various Divisional offices to run on the 
ballot in 2008 to Cathy Goudreau at Headquarters. 
 
C201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
1.  The Board reviewed the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Alliance of Crop, Soil and 
Environmental Science Societies (ACSESS), Inc.  Article V-Directors in the Articles of Incorporation will 
be revised to include the 2008 Society officers. 
 
ACTION:  Moved by Tom Gerik to approve the ACSESS Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation, 
including the revision in Article V-Directors.  Seconded by Tony Koski.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  The Board discussed changing officers on a calendar year basis rather than mid-week at the annual 
meeting.  This will allow current Board members and incoming Board members to participate in the 
Board meeting at the annual meeting and will also allow time to close out business following the annual 
meeting. 
 
ACTION:  Moved by Lynn Sollenberger that CSSA change officers on a calendar year.  Seconded by 
Tom Gerik.  Carried unanimously. 
 
It was noted that this change includes the President-Elect, President, Past President, all Division officers, 
and all committee chairs and committee members.  The CSSA Bylaws will be changed to reflect the 
above action. 
 
C201.4.12 Alternative Revenue Task Force 
Due to time constraints, status of this task force will be discussed during the January 2008 Board 
conference call. 
 
C211 Budget and Finance 
The Budget and Finance Committee, composed of members of the Board of Directors, met in 
August 2007.  Tom Gerik, Chair of the B&F Committee, reported on the Society’s proposed 2008 
operating budget.  The report contained the following recommendations: 

1) CSSA not contribute $5,000 to the Plant Management Network 
2) Improve production efficiency of CSA News by reducing content by 2 pages per issue and switch 

to black and white copy 
3) Eliminate expenditure of CSSA industry meeting expense 
4) Delay implementation of the Crops Hill Day 
5) Eliminate an educational programming position 
6) Delay expenditure for branding CSSA 
7) Eliminate out of pocket support for Branch Societies 

 
It was noted that the recommendations regarding CSA News are not built into the 2008 budget because the 
magazine needs to accommodate 4-color advertising. 
 
Relative to eliminating support for Branch Societies, it was the consensus of the Board to continue 
support for the Western Society of Crop Science in 2008. 
 
ASF Board of Trustees Chair, Cal Qualset, requested that in the future CSSA would include in its budget 
as a revenue source, the amount of income anticipated from transfer of funds from ASF to CSSA for the 
implementation of awards or other programmatic activities, such as the Golden Opportunity Scholars 
Institute, International Crop Science Congress, or others. This income varies annually, but is in the range 
of $30,000 to $50,000.  This item was noted but no formal action was taken.  
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ACTION:  Tom Gerik moved to approve the 2008 budget.  Seconded by Emerson Nafziger.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Board left open the option of revisiting several of the items that were eliminated from the budget at a 
future date. 
 
C312 Journal of Plant Registrations 
Action was taken at the November 16, 2006 Board of Directors meeting to approve creation of a new 
journal for crop registrations and related articles.  The first issue of the Journal of Plant Registrations was 
published in June 2007. 
 
ACTION:  Per the recommendation from Divisions C-1 and C-8 Tommy Carter moved that CSSA 
continue publication of crop and plant registrations because of their critical importance to CSSA.  
Seconded by Corley Holbrook.  Carried unanimously. 
 
The sense of the motion is that should the Journal of Plant Registrations not be successful, CSSA will 
again publish crop registrations in Crop Science. 
 
C466 Golden Opportunity Scholars Institute 
The Golden Opportunity Scholars Institute program was initiated by CSSA to develop an outstanding 
cadre of young crop scientists to provide leadership in coming decades.  Due to the diversity of 
backgrounds coming into the program, the Board agreed to explore the feasibility of expanding it to a 
tri-Society program.  ASA President Jerry Hatfield and SSSA President Rattan Lal were contacted 
regarding possible expansion of the program.  Henry Shands reported that although ASA has expressed 
interest in the program and wants to explore how they could participate, there is concern about the 
resource commitment required for the program and the long-term impact on the financial health of the 
Society.  ASA is also concerned how the program would interface with their undergraduate programs.  
The SSSA Board will consider the invitation to participate in the program during their meeting today.  If 
SSSA agrees to participate in the program, it was suggested that a subcommittee, with representation from 
the three Societies, be appointed to develop a detailed proposal for further consideration. 
 
C711 Program Planning 
1.  It is anticipated that Division C-5 will prepare a proposal relative to review of abstracts for volunteer 
paper submissions for the annual meetings.  The proposal will be an agenda item for the January 2008 
Board conference call. 
 
2.  Ken Quesenberry reminded the Board of the overarching themes for the 2008 joint annual meeting 
with ASA, SSSA, Geological Society of America, and the Gulf Coast Association of Geological 
Societies.  In an effort to attract non-Society members to the annual meetings, Bill Wiebold will work 
with Ken Quesenberry to advertise Society symposia to target groups. 
 
C900 International Activities 
Action was taken during the August 7, 2007 CSSA Board conference call to recognize and adopt the 
International Crop Science Society (ICSS) as an affiliate of CSSA.  As a follow-up to that action 
Ellen Bergfeld prepared a draft Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between CSSA and ICSC that was 
previously approved by the Board.  Following a meeting this week between Ellen and Ray Shorter, ICSS 
President, it is apparent that further discussions on the MOU are needed.  This will be a topic for discussion on 
a future Board conference call. 
 
The Board expressed appreciation to Henry Shands for his leadership as President during 2007.  Meeting 
adjourned. 


