
CSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
August 7, 2007 

(Call started at 8:00 AM CDT; ended at 9:05 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Henry Shands.  Board participants were: 
 

Henry L. Shands, CSSA President 
William J. Wiebold, CSSA President-Elect 
Steven L. Fales, CSSA Past President 
Thomas J. Gerik, C-2 Board Rep. 
Emerson D. Nafziger, C-3 Board Rep. 
Allen D. Knapp, C-4 Board Rep. 
Lynn E. Sollenberger, C-6 Board Rep. 
Gary J. Muehlbauer, C-7 Board Rep. 
Kenneth H. Quesenberry, C-8 Board Rep. 
Craig A. Roberts, CSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also participating: 
C. Corley Holbrook, Incoming C-1 Board Rep. 
Gregory E. Welbaum, Incoming C-4 Board Rep. 
Thomas E. Carter, Jr., Incoming C-8 Board Rep. 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
C201.4 Strategic Planning 
As a follow-up to the July 10, 2007 CSSA Board of Directors conference call, Ellen Bergfeld reported 
that she will continue working on a more definitive cost structure for the web site and branding.  It is a 
work in progress and there is nothing specific to report at this time. 
 
C301 Editorial Affairs, Policies, and Practices 
Action was taken during the July 10, 2007 CSSA Board of Directors conference call to move forward 
with the plan for conversion of The Plant Genome to an electronic open access journal, independent 
from Crop Science, with a business plan to be forthcoming. 
 
Craig Roberts presented a pricing model and budget for three years based on a minimum of 40 articles 
each year for the first two years and 60 articles for the third year.  There will be a loss the first year due 
to a one-time expense for establishing a site with HighWire.  A slight positive margin is projected for 
each year 40 papers are published.  A large positive margin is projected if the journal publishes 200 
papers per year. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to approve conversion of The Plant Genome to an electronic open access 
journal, independent from Crop Science; a $30,000 one-time expense for establishing a site with 
HighWire; and to assess appropriate overhead.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
The Audit, Budget and Finance Committee will review the numbers during their August 22-23 
meeting.  It is anticipated that the start-up date for the journal will be July 1, 2008.  Craig Roberts will 
proceed with placing a call for the editor position in CSA News. 
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ACS324.1 Journal of Environmental Quality (JEQ) 
Since JEQ is jointly published by ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, each Board of Directors needs to approve 
appointment of the journal Editor. 
 
ACTION:  Per the recommendation of the ASA Board of Directors it was moved to support the 
appointment of Dennis Corwin to a 3-year term (2008-2010) as Editor of JEQ.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Official appointment of the JEQ Editor will be made by the ASA Editor-in-Chief. 
 
C900 International Activities 
Society leadership has been involved in ongoing discussions over the past several years regarding 
interactions with the International Crop Science Society (ICSS).  ICSS leadership requests CSSA’s 
continued support via web development/support and financial administration.  ICSS leadership also 
requests a CSSA representative to participate as an ICSS board member. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to recognize and adopt the International Crop Science Society as an affiliate 
of CSSA.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Per CSSA Bylaws, regional affiliates may be organized and may determine their own organizational 
structure, officers, membership requirements, dues, and number and time of meetings.  Each regional 
affiliate shall adopt its own constitution and bylaws which shall not conflict with the Articles of 
Incorporation and Bylaws of CSSA. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board that CSSA enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with ICSS 
outlining specific support.  Ellen Bergfeld will move forward with development of the MOU for 
discussion during the September Board conference call. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to appoint Ronald Phillips as CSSA liaison to the International Crop Science 
Society through 2008.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Per CSSA Bylaws, the role of a liaison is to ensure proper communications between CSSA and the 
other organization.  A liaison is not authorized to speak officially on behalf of CSSA. 
 
Action was taken by the CSSA Executive Committee in July 2000 to support the concept of nurturing 
development of an international professional society related to crop science and offered up to $25,000 
from proceeds derived from the first International Crop Science Congress, or equivalent in kind, to be 
used to initiate development of an international professional society related to crop science. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to reaffirm the previous CSSA Executive Committee action that the $25,000 
is to be from interest on or corpus of the originally deposited funds from ICSS to CSSA and not a 
separate CSSA donation.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Additional Items 
The next Board conference call is tentatively scheduled for September 11 at 8:00 AM Central Daylight 
Time.  Following the August 22-23 B&F meeting, Henry Shands will inform the Board if the 
conference call will be held. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


