
CSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
February 2, 2007 

(Call started at 10:00 AM CDT; ended at 11:30 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Henry Shands.  Participants were: 
 

Henry L. Shands, CSSA President 
William J. Wiebold, CSSA President-Elect 
J. Paul Murphy, C-1 Board Rep. 
Thomas J. Gerik, C-2 Board Rep. 
Emerson D. Nafziger, C-3 Board Rep. 
Allen D. Knapp, C-4 Board Rep. 
Anthony J. Koski, C-5 Board Rep. 
Lynn E. Sollenberger, C-6 Board Rep. 
Kenneth H. Quesenberry, C-8 Board Rep. 
Craig A. Roberts, CSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex-officio 
Calvin O. Qualset, ASF Rep., ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President, ex-officio 
Cathy Goudreau, Recording Secretary 

 
C003 CSSA Board of Directors 
It was the consensus of the Board to schedule a Board meeting in Madison, WI on April 26-27, 2007 
with travel on April 25.  The meeting will adjourn at Noon on April 27. 
 
ACS090 Agronomic Science Foundation 
Cal Qualset provided a brief update on ASF activities.  The ASF Board is looking into the possibility of 
scheduling a joint strategic planning meeting with the ASA, CSSA, and SSSA Boards of Directors prior 
to the annual meetings in New Orleans. 
 
C201.4 Strategic Planning 
Task force chairs have been appointed and the task forces are beginning to work on their charges. The 
Publications Task Force is chaired by Jeff Volenec.  Programs and Annual Meeting Task Force is 
chaired by Mike Strauss.  Advocacy, Public Policy, and Strategic Alliances Task Force is chaired by 
Henry Nguyen.  Public Relations and Communications Task Force is chaired by Ann Marie Thro.  
Ellen Bergfeld developed a document that lists the members of each task force (if known), their charge, 
next steps, and a timeline for reporting.  The document has been shared with each task force chair and 
the Board.  A sample business plan has also been provided to each task force chair. 
 
C211 Budget and Finance 
Tom Gerik provided an update on the B&F evaluation of dues restructuring.  The committee is looking 
at several different dues scenarios and is scheduled to report by May 1. 
 
C301 Editorial Affairs, Policies, and Practices 
Craig Roberts reported on the following editorial issues: 
 
1.  The CSSA Board previously approved creation of a new crop registration journal.  The proposed 
title, “Journal of Plant Registrations,” was recently approved by email ballot of the Board of Directors.  
Author guidelines are being developed by a subcommittee and will be available soon. 
 
2.  The second issue of Plant Genome will be bundled with the January-February 2007 issue of Crop 
Science.   
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3.  Steve Fales, Craig Roberts, Jerry Hatfield, Ellen Bergfeld, and Fran Katz met in January with 
individuals from the American Phytopathological Society’s Plant Management Network regarding the 
business model for the Societies’ e-journals (Crop Management, Forage and Grazinglands, and Applied 
Turfgrass Science).  Jan Leach from APS prepared a set of notes from the meeting.  Craig Roberts will 
forward a copy of the notes to the Board. 
 
4.  The Board received an update on the LanTEEAL initiative at Cornell University which opens up the 
journals to developing countries, primarily in Africa but including Brazil and China, at a very low price.  
Per the Society’s policy on open access, they will have access through High Wire to the journals that are 
18 months and older. 
 
5.  Crop Science underwent a thorough review under the leadership of Jeff Volenec.  A rough draft of 
the report has been forwarded to Craig Roberts.  The report will be shared after the recently appointed 
Publications Task Force has completed its charge. 
 
C711 Program Planning 
1.  Bill Wiebold provided the Board with a 2007 annual meeting program summary prior to the 
conference call for their information. 
 
2.  As 2007 CSSA Program Chair, Bill Wiebold has observed that the distribution formula for program 
enhancement funds can be a barrier to cooperation among divisions on joint sessions.  Each Division 
Program Chair receives program enhancement funds to help support symposia or other activities at the 
annual meeting.  Currently, each division receives $1,000 plus an additional amount based on the 
number of volunteer papers submitted to that division at the previous meeting.  The division receives the 
funds even if the division transfers the paper to another division.  Funds generated from a joint session 
are sent to the primary sponsor.  Prior to the conference call, Bill submitted the following motion for 
Board consideration:  “The portion of the meeting revenue distribution plan (also called Division 
program enhancement funds) that is based on numbers of papers submitted to specific CSSA divisions is 
eliminated.”  The proposed motion would go into effect for the 2008 annual meeting. 
 
The CSSA Programs and Annual Meeting Task Force has briefly addressed the issue of perhaps 
increasing the total amount of money that could be competitively awarded to the divisions, similar to the 
Society’s method of funding the Z series. 
 
After much discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that Henry Shands charge the Programs and 
Annual Meeting Task Force with developing recommendations on program funding for divisions.  The 
issue will be addressed again at the April 26-27 CSSA Board of Directors meeting. 
 
C952.1 International Crop Science Congress Travel Grants Committee 
The International Crop Science Congress (ICSC) will be held April 13-18, 2008 in Korea.  Per action 
taken by the Executive Committee in August 1995, interest income from the principal of the funds from 
the first ICSC are to be used to provide travel grants to early and mid career crop scientists to attend 
future International Crop Science Congresses.  One of the travel grants automatically goes to one official 
representative of CSSA to the Congress.  The CSSA President is to appoint an ICSC Travel Grants 
Committee at least 12 months prior to the 2008 Congress.  The CSSA Past President serves as Chair.  
Henry Shands will appoint the committee. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


