
CSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
November 12, 2006 

Indianapolis, IN 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Seven Fales.  Board members present were: 
 
Steven L. Fales, CSSA President 
Henry L. Shands, CSSA President-Elect 
James G. Coors, CSSA Past President 
J. Paul Murphy, C-1 Board Rep. 
Thomas J. Gerik, C-2 Board Rep. 
William J. Wiebold, C-3 Board Rep. and Incoming President-Elect 
Allen D. Knapp, C-4 Board Rep. 
Anthony J. Koski, C-5 Board Rep. 
Matt A. Sanderson, C-6 Board Rep. 
Shawn M. Kaeppler, C-7 Board Rep. 
Kenneth H. Quesenberry, C-8 Board Rep. 
Martin A. Massengale, ASF Rep., ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President, ex-officio 
 
Also present: 
Emerson D. Nafziger, Incoming C-3 Board Rep. 
Lynn E. Sollenberger, Incoming C-6 Board Rep. 
Jeff Pedersen, Chair, Crop Registration Committee 
Charles Brummer, Crop Registration Committee 
Perry Miller, C-3 Chair-Elect 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Michela Cobb, Director of Financial Services 
Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
Bonnie Lueck, Development Officer 
Fran Katz, Director of Publications 
Cathy Goudreau, Assistant to the Executive Vice President and Recorder 
 
C201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
Ellen Bergfeld provided a brief update on the management entity.  The ASA, CSSA, and SSSA 
Executive Committees met on November 11 and are in the process of developing the philosophy 
and criteria for other organizations to join us.  The Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws will be 
filed by June 1, 2007.  The new management entity will be implemented by December 31, 2007.  
The ASA, CSSA, and SSSA B&F Chairs will work together on dues restructuring. 
 
C201.4 Strategic Planning 
1.  Per previous action, the Board approved appointment of the following task forces - 
Publications; Annual Meeting/Programs; Advocacy, Policy, and Strategic Alliances; PR and 
Communications.  A call was put out for task force volunteers from the membership and a good 
response was received.  Based on feedback from the Board, Steve Fales will appoint the task 
force chairs, develop their charge, and provide names of suggested members for the task forces.  
Each task force chair will then select their own members.  The Annual Meeting/Programs task 
force will work closely with similar task forces in ASA and SSSA. 
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2.  The Board reviewed the draft 2007-2008 timeline for setting priorities, identifying/assigning 
task forces, and budgeting for priorities.  The first week of May will be considered for a Board 
meeting.  
 
C211 Budget and Finance 
The Budget and Finance Committee, composed of members of the Board of Directors, met in 
August 2006.  Allen Knapp, Chair of the B&F Committee, reported on the Society’s proposed 
2007 operating budget.  The report contained the following recommendations: 
 

1) Move that CSSA approve an increase in manuscript fees to $450 up to seven pages and 
$100 per page for each page beyond seven. 

 
2) Move that CSSA provide ASA with $10,000 for the ASA Centennial celebration.  This is 

equal to the amount ASA provided to help with CSSA’s Golden Anniversary.  This 
amount is currently allocated under miscellaneous in the Governance budget.  Further 
move that the miscellaneous element of the governance budget be reduced by $10,000 for 
the 2008 budget. 

 
3) Move that CSSA drop support for the Science in Action program for a savings of 

approximately $5,000. 
 
4) Move that the Board approve a one-time expense of $8,638 to evaluate the development 

of education initiatives. 
 
5) Move that all recommendations and reports presented to the CSSA Board or individual 

members and committees be dated, contain the name of the person that generated the 
communication, and in the case of hard copy, the signature of the responsible party. 

 
6) Move that the CSSA Board accept the Smith Barney investment policy.  The Society’s 

investment policy was developed in 2004 and approved by the Investment Advisory 
Committee. 

 
7) Move that the CSSA Board approve the budget entitled 2007 Draft Budget Revision #1. 
 
8) The B&F Committee didn’t address this at the August meeting but later agreed to an 

increase of 3% for nonmember subscription fees for 2008 and 2009. 
 
Per an earlier recommendation of the B&F Committee, the Board took action on a 
September 11, 2006 conference call to increase membership dues for CSSA by an amount equal 
to the Higher Education Price Index (HEPI) each year for the next two years (2007 and 2008). 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to accept the B&F report, inclusive of the above recommendations, and 
to approve the 2007 operating budget.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
The B&F Committee report also addressed the following items needing Board attention: 
 

1) Appointment of an ad hoc committee to evaluate existing rules for allocating resources 
and assigning expenses across ASA, CSSA, and SSSA. 
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2) Investments and investment policies need to be reviewed.  Someone with investment 
expertise should review the performance of the investment manager. 

 
3) Appointment of an ad hoc committee to develop recommendations for an operating 

reserve. 
 
4) Appointment of a committee to evaluate how membership dues and membership services 

should be constructed.  It was noted that the ASA, CSSA, and SSSA B&F Chairs are 
charged with working on dues restructuring. 

 
5) Appointment of a committee to investigate how to increase the impact of program 

enhancement funds. 
 
6) The charter of the B&F Committee needs to continue to evolve. 
 
7) Miscellaneous journals need to be re-evaluated. 
 

C302 Crop Science 
An ad hoc committee of plant breeders, chaired by Charles Brummer, investigated the effect of 
Crop Science registration articles on impact factor and acceptance rate.  The committee’s initial 
report was used to communicate with the Executive Committee and Board of Directors, as well 
as the Crop Registration Committee, chaired by Jeff Pedersen.  The Board of Directors received 
an update during an October 24 conference call.  The report has been amended to incorporate 
input and recommends publication of a peer-reviewed journal for crop registrations and related 
articles.  Following feedback from the Divisional business meetings, it is anticipated that a 
formal vote on the proposal will be taken at the November 16 Board meeting. 
 
C466 Golden Opportunity Scholars Institute 
Jim Coors provided a brief overview of the 2006 scholar program.  The Board was requested to 
encourage their colleagues to be mentors for the program.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


