
CSSA Executive Committee Meeting 
March 7 and 9, 2006 

Madison, WI 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Steven Fales.  Executive Committee members 
present were: 
 
Steven L. Fales, CSSA President 
Henry L. Shands, CSSA President-Elect 
James G. Coors, CSSA Past President 
 
Also present: 
Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President 
Fran Katz, Director of Publications 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Michela Cobb, Director of Financial Services 
Bonnie Lueck, Development Officer 
Ian Popkewitz, Director of IT and Operations  
Cathy Goudreau, Assistant to the Executive Vice President and Recording Secretary 
 
C003 Board of Directors 
In preparation for the June Board retreat, Headquarters has provided a web-based vehicle for 
facilitating threaded discussions among the Board.  Steve Fales will post a series of questions for 
the Board to respond to.  The ideas generated in the discussions will provide direction for the 
retreat. 
 
C201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
The Executive Committee discussed the need for a corporate resolution authorizing the 
Executive Vice President to sign documents on behalf of the Society.  Although the Society 
Bylaws address this in a broad sense a formal resolution should be in the records. 
 
ACTION:  Resolved that the Executive Vice President or his/her designee(s) is authorized to 
sign on behalf of and contractually bind the organization.  Seconded.  Carried.   
 
C211 Budget and Finance 
The Executive Committee reviewed the preliminary year-end budget numbers.  Although the 
numbers are not yet final, the Society’s estimated net income looks very positive.  Final numbers 
will be provided following the audit which is scheduled in April. 
 
ACS237 Membership and Society Identity 
1.  Headquarters prepared a preliminary document laying out some different member dues 
scenarios.  The Society’s dues structure will continue to be studied and analyzed. 
 
2.  A copy of the membership survey will be sent to the Board in preparation for the June retreat.  
A conference call will be scheduled with the Board to help guide them through the results of the 
survey. 
 
3.  The Executive Committee reviewed a “Web Strategy and Branding Market Research” 
proposal prepared by a firm that specializes in internet initiatives of associations and nonprofits.  
The firm has partnered with a marketing services firm that will facilitate information-gathering 
and analysis about the Society’s market and brand opportunities.  It was the consensus of the 
Executive Committee to discuss the proposal with the Board on a future conference call. 
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C301 Editorial Affairs, Policies, and Practices 
ACTION:  Per the recommendation received from the Book and Multimedia Publishing 
Committee, it was moved to accept the proposal to initiate payment of royalties to persons 
publishing books with CSSA.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
C302 Crop Science 
The Executive Committee discussed an email received from Crop Science Editor 
Kendall Lamkey expressing concern over the Division structure of the journal.  It was the 
consensus of the Executive Committee that the Editorial Board engage in a strategic planning 
exercise to address the concerns raised by the Editor.  Steve Fales will charge the Editorial Board 
with this task through the Editor-in-Chief and Editor. 
 
C463 Presidential Award 
ACTION:  It was moved to present the 2006 Presidential Award to Donald Duvick and 
Elizabeth Klepper.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Steve Fales will notify the two recipients. 
 
C466 Golden Opportunity Scholars Institute 
The Society will ask ASA and SSSA to each contribute $10,000 to the CSSA Golden 
Opportunity Scholars Institute. 
 
C711 Program Planning 
1.  Headquarters presented some proposed changes to the CSSA Awards Program held during 
the annual meetings.  It was the consensus of the Executive Committee that the recipient of the 
Frank N. Meyer Medal for Plant Genetic Resources Award receive a complimentary ticket to the 
Meyer breakfast and have the annual meeting registration fee waived. 
 
2.  In lieu of holding an all-Divisions business meeting during the annual meeting, it was the 
consensus of the Executive Committee to invite all Division Chairs, or an appointed 
representative, to attend the first CSSA Board meeting to receive the Society’s business report.  
Division Chairs will then report to their respective memberships during the Divisional business 
meetings. 
 
C900 International Activities 
ACTION:  Per the request received, it was moved that CSSA accept and manage funds on behalf 
of the International Grassland Congress.  Specifically, CSSA will create a line item account on 
behalf of IGC, into which funds from IGC shall be deposited and such funds will be considered 
Board designated, to be utilized by IGC.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
C953 International Crop Science 
Ian Popkewitz will provide an update on the knowledge database to Richard Wang, current Chair 
of the International Crop Science Committee. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


