
CSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
November 6, 2005 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
The meeting was called to order by President James Coors.  Board members present were: 
 
James G. Coors, CSSA President 
Steven L. Fales, CSSA President-Elect 
Kenneth J. Moore, CSSA Past President 
J. Paul Murphy, C-1 Board Rep. 
Wallace W. Wilhelm, C-2 Board Rep. 
William J. Wiebold, C-3 Board Rep. 
Allen D. Knapp, C-4 Board Rep. 
Roch E. Gaussoin, C-5 Board Rep. 
Matt A. Sanderson, C-6 Board Rep. 
Shawn M. Kaeppler, C-7 Board Rep. 
Kenneth H. Quesenberry, C-8 Board Rep. 
Martin A. Massengale, ASF Board Chair, ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President, ex-officio 
 
Also present: 
Henry L. Shands, Incoming CSSA President-Elect 
Anthony J. Koski, Incoming C-5 Board Rep. 
Terry A. Coffelt, C-1 Chair 
Mike Neff, American Society for Horticultural Science Executive Director 
Fred Davies, American Society for Horticultural Science Past President 
Crispin Taylor, American Society of Plant Biologists Executive Director 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Michela Cobb, Director of Financial Services 
Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
Fran Katz, Director of Publications 
Bonnie Lueck, Development Officer 
Cali Lee, Recorder, Kelly Services 
 
C003 Board of Directors 
ACTION:  It was moved that future Board agendas contain old and new business.  Seconded.  
Carried. 
 
C201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
Jim Coors updated the Board relative to the ongoing discussions in ASA regarding restructuring.  
Action was taken by the ASA, CSSA, and SSSA Executive Committees in August 2005 to 
implement a 501(c)(3) supporting organization to provide management services for the tri-Societies.  
Although the supporting organization is tentatively named CSA, Inc., other suggestions are 
welcome.  The Board will be kept informed as the reorganization process continues. 
 
C211 Budget and Finance 
Allen Knapp, Chair of the B&F Committee, presented an overview of the proposed 2006 budget.  
Headquarters will be providing timely financial reports to the committee, as well as the Board, 
throughout the course of the year.  The loss of Crop Science subscriptions from members and 
libraries will continue to be monitored.  The bundle options will be maintained for at least 2006.   
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Publication costs are having a major impact on Crop Science revenues.  As a result, the B&F 
Committee took action in August to recommend adjusting the journal’s publication charge to a $350 
flat rate for up to 7 pages and incremental costs beyond that at $50 a page, beginning in 2006.  
CSSA Editor-in-Chief Craig Roberts will investigate the impact of this recommendation and will 
report back to the Executive Committee any proposals that would affect the 2006 CSSA budget.  
Action will be taken at the November 9 Board meeting to ratify the budget. 
 
ACS237 Membership and Society Identity 
1.  A report on membership activities was provided by Susan Chapman.  Highlights included: 
Retention (increasing the marketing communications focus of benefits rather than features, 
developed an Annual Report, segmented the renewal messages and conducted both a renewal 
contact program that yielded an additional $41K and developed an exit survey), Recruitment 
(focused on communicating key benefits of membership, analysis of why members join, and 
launched the World Bank and undergraduate programs) and Services (CSA News redesign in 
process, launched Science in Action, focused on developing stronger relationships and support of 
the Branches, increased awards program communications and developed additional committee 
volunteerism opportunity communications).  Future activities include: Member survey analysis and 
benefits development as a result of member feedback, increasing industry/academia programming, 
revisions of career services program, increasing PR activities and analyzing the sustaining/corporate 
membership model. 
 
2.  Current practice is that an ASA or SSSA member can choose a C-Division as a ‘Division of 
interest’ on their membership form without being a member of CSSA. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved that members choosing C-Divisions of interest must be members of 
CSSA.  Seconded.  Tabled. 
 
C301 Editorial Affairs, Policies, and Practices 
Fran Katz reported on behalf of CSSA Editor-in-Chief Craig Roberts.  The Plant Genome, a 
supplement of Crop Science, will be launched in 2006.  Crop Science continues to tweak 
manuscript handling protocols within Manuscript Central.  Crop Science Editor Kendall Lamkey is 
exploring ways to organize the content within the journal.  The e-journals published by Plant 
Management Network, Crop Management, Forage and Grazlinglands, and Applied Turfgrass 
Science, continue to grow in content and manuscript processing.  Craig Roberts has assembled an ad 
hoc committee to explore digital teaching tools for the agronomic sciences, including crop science, 
soil science, and agronomic production. 
 
ACS536 Washington Presence 
Karl Glasener reported on accomplishments and ongoing activities of the Science Policy Office.  A 
major focus has been on the creation of and interaction with a Congressional Soils Caucus.  The 
Society has also been engaged in advocacy for funding increases and has been successful in gaining 
support for NSF funding.  Before priorities are submitted on behalf of the Society, they are 
approved by the Executive Committee.  It was recommended that a database of members willing to 
work on such issues should be developed and possibly tied in with the knowledge database.  Karl 
indicated that the Society participated in several stakeholder meetings during the year.  Division 
Chairs will be asked to help encourage member participation in advocacy.  Board members were 
encouraged to participate in DC Congressional visits. 
 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to adjourn.  Seconded.  Carried. 


